
Historic District Commission 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 

City Hall Council Chamber, Room 205 
1315 S Washington Avenue 

Saginaw, MI 48601 
989-754-8222 

 
I. Call to Order - Commissioner Mixter called the virtual meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  

 
II. Roll Call - Commissioner Rooker took roll. 

Members Present: Kevin Mark Rooker, Alex Mixter, Misty Grumbley, Jill Kolka, Sherri 
Gregory  
Members Absent:  Tom Mudd, Evelyn Mudd 
Staff Present: Bob Gollin, Cassi Miller 
Others Present:  Alex de Parry, Ann Arbor Builders 
 

III. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Rooker brought up minutes taking and editing by the 
city. Wasn’t pleased as he puts in 5 hours or more on doing these along with COA’s and 
other documents and then they are drastically altered.  C Miller asked if they could be 
shortened a bit. Rooker stated that he would try but with not being broadcast, the minutes 
are the only document to show what was discussed in detail. A motion was made to 
approve the June 25, 2020 meeting minutes by Commissioner Grumbley and 
supported by Commissioner Kolka. NTP must be changed to COA.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
IV. Approval of Agenda – Thursday July 23, 2020 A motion was made to approve the agenda 

by Commissioner Kolka, seconded by Commissioner Grumbley. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
V. New Business 

a. J20-0025 - 209 N Hamilton Street,  Steamers Pub – Sidewalk Patio –   
B. Gollin stated that Steamers wants to put a wood deck slightly elevated in 
back of the building. Discussion of materials and size.  
 
Commissioner Mixter moved that the Commission issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for application number J20-0025. The work as proposed 
meets “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation”, in 
particular standard number 10: “New additions and adjacent or related 
new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.”  Seconded by Commissioner Rooker.  
Motion passed unanimously.  
 

 



b. J20-0026 - 308 S Hamilton Street Pub – New Sign – Barret Sign spoke about 
creating and installing a new sign. The sign will be carved with black crushed 
glass background with the lettering covered in gold and silver leaf.  Existing 
brackets on the building with cables will support the sign. This new sign will be 
made with historic materials and design.  Lights on the building will be redirected 
to the sign.   
 
Commissioner Rooker moved that the Commission issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for application number J20-0026. The work as proposed 
meets “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation”, in 
particular standard number 10: “New additions and adjacent or related 
new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.”  Seconded by Commissioner Gregory.  
Motion passed unanimously.  

 
 

c. J20-0027 - 717 N Michigan – Exterior Painting – Arlesha Richardson was not 
present.  Commissioner Gregory spoke about how the color is not historic and 
really sticks out among the neighboring structures.  B. Gollin mentioned that she 
doesn’t have the wherewithal to repaint most likely.  Commissioner Mixter stated 
that so many people are saying they don’t know they’re in a district.  
Commissioner Rooker mentioned that it’s not appropriate but a COA could be 
issued with conditions for repainting the structure in the future.  
 
Commissioner Mixter moved that the Commission issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for application number J20-0027 provided the following 
conditions are met: that any future painting of the exterior be changed to a 
color palette more in keeping with the historic structure and districts’ time 
period using any of the various paint manufacturers approved historic 
color palettes.  Also, the fence is not to be painted black.  The work would 
then meet “The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation”, in 
particular, standard number 5: “Distinctive materials, features, finishes, 
and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property will be preserved.”  Seconded by Commissioner 
Gregory.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 
VI. Old Business -  

a. Changing the Bylaws - Bylaws changes were discussed by Commissioner 
Mixter who mentioned the law doesn’t allow the chair to bypass the 
Commission.  A successful emergency meeting mechanism is in place and we 
utilized it in July.  Commissioner Gregory mentioned being able to do 
emergency meetings virtually from now on.  Commissioner Rooker mentioned 
the Open meetings act allows for it now under the Covid-19 provisions but may 
not in the future. 
 
Commissioner Mixter spoke about the ramp issue in Heritage Square and that 
people are mostly angry that some residents do things without approval and get 
away with it.  Inspections is the enforcer of these violations. C. Miller mentioned 
an application for a permit in a historic district flags the city.  Commissioner 
Mixter mentioned that many don’t bother getting a permit which results in the 
work not being flagged. Commissioner Gregory said that it’s not the neighbors’ 
job to report on fellow neighbors.  Commissioner Mixter will reach out to John 
Stemple about this continuing issue.  Commissioner Grumbley mentioned that 
door hangers on every door would really help for letting people know they’re in a 



district. She is willing to design them. Commissioner Gregory mentioned that 
half of the houses are rentals. 
 

b. Pere Marquette Potter Street Station – C. Miller mentioned that Amy Lusk 
looked over the Potter street station resolution and it is going in front of the 
council Monday.  
 

c. 301-307 Court Street – C. Miller mentioned the NTP from 2013.  It was 
explained that a new NTP would need to be issued to be directed at the property 
owner.  Commissioner Rooker asked Mr. de Parry about lengthening the 
windows from square to rectangle.  Mr. de Parry said they could and want to 
make sure they give light to the garage but not be accessible to break-ins.  
Niagara has become problematic with vandalism lately.  The graffiti is out of 
control under the bridge and south on Niagara.  Lighting will be added up the 
brick pathway along the bridge.  He discussed the alley behind the 100 block of 
Hamilton and he and the owners are thinking green space behind the buildings 
due to utilities beneath the alley.  The garages will be at grade level with 
elevators in each residential unit.  Commissioner Mixter asked about demolition 
timeline. Mr. de Parry said as soon as possible but would like to utilize the demo 
company with other work. He also said that he and the Hall’s are moving forward 
and this is a project that everyone will be glad to see happen and change the 
atmosphere of the area. He feels that the art will bring people down to view it 
like has happened in Ann Arbor.  The Ewalds building is tied into the Jakes 
building with a common wall.  Some shoring up and stabilizing will be necessary 
before detaching Ewalds from the rest.   
 
Commissioner Rooker moved that the Commission issue a Notice to 
Proceed for application number J20-0034. The work is not appropriate; 
however the following condition(s) prevail(s): b; The resource is a 
deterrent to a major improvement program that will be of substantial 
benefit to the community and the applicant proposing the work has 
obtained all the necessary planning and zoning approvals, financing, and 
environmental clearances. The proposed application will materially correct 
the condition.  Seconded by Commissioner Gregory. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
VII. Public Comment  

       
VIII. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 5:44 pm by Commissioner Grumbley 
and seconded by Commissioner Mixter. Motion passed unanimously. 
  
Respectively Submitted Cassi Miller, Business Development Manager, Saginaw Future. 


